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The Crux of the Matter
To the Corinthians
“…but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to Genitles,
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.”
I Corinthians 1:23-24
“And now I will show you the most excellent way…Love is patient; love is kind. It does not
envy; it does not boast; it is not proud. It is not rude; it is not self-seeking; it is not easily
angered; it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never
fails…And now these three reamin; faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.” I
Corinthians 13:1-13
As we track the fundamental truths of Christianity through the writings of the Apostle Paul
a couple of things stand out immediately. Paul, of course, bases his teachings on the principles that
Jesus establishes through his ministry and the Master’s key teachings are, I think, summed up in
his answer to the question, “…which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus’ answer
defines our purpose as those who would follow him; “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind…and the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-40)
As believers, we are called to love God completely and to demonstrate that love through our
love for others. Jesus would add to these basics his commandment to those who would follow him,
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.”
(Matthew 16:24-25) The obvious challenge for believers is overcoming our inherent human nature
which is always self-serving, Putting it to death, so that we can love God and love others perfectly.
As we noted from the Apostle’s letter to the believers in Rome, we are all sinners,
hopelessly lost, facing only the wrath of God. In his mercy, God provided his one and only Son as
the perfect “scrifice of atonement” for our sins redeeming us from that wrath. Having defined
the gospel Paul will challenge us to appropriately respond to such a great salvation and that
response he writes will require our death, that is our death to sin and that which makes us sinners;
our own selfish beings.
Following Paul’s common thread then, should always lead to these same basic principles.
First, we are lost in sin. Second, we are saved by grace. Third, our only reasonable response is for
us to die to that within us which makes us sin; our own selfishness. For believers, life is, I believe,
bound up in this constant struggle. Each of us is called to put our own self-serving to death and
surrender o8ur very survival into the hands of God.
In his first letter to the believers in Corinth we come face to face with this very same
struggle. The Corinthian church is struggling with selfishness and those behaviors born of that
selfishness. They are divided. They are accepting and even embracing immorality. They are suing
each other. They are even abusing the Lord’s Supper with their selfishness.
The constant battle we all share then, is our battle with our own selfishness. Against the
backdrop of this common internal conflict the Apostle will show us “…the most excellent way…” In

contrast to what selfishness produces, the Apostle will show us what selfless love produces. Here
is our measure as those who would follow Jesus. This is God’s definition of the love we are called to
practice as those who have died to self and surrendered to him.

